
A (rough) classification of ���
math-art 

 
 

Luke Wolcott 
Lawrence University 



A (rough) classification of ���
math-art 

 
 

Luke Wolcott 
Lawrence University 

… (roughly) based on the relationship 
between the math and the art  



“about” 
 
math about art, or art about math 
illustrative, literal 
pointing 
 
the strength: 
gives us an excuse to look deeper,  
to appreciate 
 
the truth:  
when we look, we find math in the world 
when we look, we find beautiful and artful math 
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“behind” 
 
math used to generate or inspire art 
algorithmic art, music 
feels like there’s something mathematical  
going on 
 
the strength: 
mathematically interesting and  
aesthetically pleasant 
 
the truth:  
mathematical algorithms encode interesting processes 
art creation = process + aesthetic selective pressure 
modernism: the power of math  
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“structuring” 
 
math plays an organizational role, 
a frame not a recipe 
more abstract, conceptual, and about ideas 
enfolds material and context 
 
the strength: 
conceptual richness 
whole is greater than sum of parts 
 
the truth:  
humanism of math, not equations but ideas and life 
postmodernism: context! material! 
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“transcend and include” 
 
is what we would like to see 
 
contemporary mathematics and contemporary art 
contributing to mathematics and contributing to art 
transcending and unifying both 
 
the truth:  
math and art are two manifestations of a certain 
way of processing, and perhaps understanding, existence. 
 
the deepest is the connection between the 
artistic experience and the mathematical experience. 
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more info: www.forthelukeofmath.com 


